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The prominent sexual abuse
allegations against once trusted staff at
Penn State and other universities have
put the issue of child sexual abuse and
suspected abuse in the headlines for
the past several months. These tragic
events are a reminder that sexual
abuse doesn’t just happen
“somewhere else” and with “bad”
people. It can happen anywhere and
often involves people we, and the children involved, believed
they could trust.

We, at Grandfather Home, see every day the
terrible toll this abuse takes on children who are the victims.
We applaud the systematic efforts of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)) and it’s requirement that church
professionals and volunteers receive training on setting
proper professional and personal boundaries to reduce the
likelihood of abuse happening in its congregations. Here
are a few things your congregation can do to offer a safe
environment for children and families:

e Develop a training program for your congregation. Take
advantage of resources and training events from your
denomination and insurance company.

¢ Be sure that all staff members are aware of the legal
requirements for reporting suspected child/sexual abuse.

e Have written policies and procedures in place for all
congregational leaders.

¢ Require teachers/leaders to work in pairs.

e Use both background and reference checks for

all staff and volunteers.

e Train your staff to respond appropriately if abuse does
occur:

e Show the child that you are listening carefully and

want to hear what they have to say.

¢ Write down what is told to you so you can pass

accurate information on to those investigating
the abuse.

e Have contact information readily available to

report suspected abuse.

Together, we can help prevent child abuse!



A Merry Christmas!

THANK YOU to everyone whose generosity helped make this Christmas a special one for the children at

Grandfather Home! You helped make so many wishes come true. Here are photos of the holiday celebrations.
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Volunteers from the Banner Elk Key Club took on
numerous holiday projects in 201 I.

They decorated the cottages on the Banner Elk campus with Christmas lights.




